XIX
THE FOUNDATION OF LIBRARIES
IN previous volumes of the present work, some account lias
been given of early monastic libraries, of collections of books
made by such men as Richard of Bury, of the contents of a
typical collegiate library as illustrating the reading of the
medieval student and of the effect upon libraries of the dissolu-
tion of the monasteries. The work accomplished by Sir Thomas
Bodley within the period covered by the present volume provides
an occasion for a brief retrospect of the foundation of libraries
generally, and for the presentation of certain details regarding
monastic, cathedral and collegiate libraries, supplementary to the
references which have been already made.
A recent publication1 enables us to realise the conditions
under which such collections were preserved and accumulated,
from the days when the papyrus rolls began to multiply on the
shelves in the archives of Assur down to those of dean Boys of
Canterbury, who, to the day of his death, in 1625, still adhered
to the practice of placing the volumes of Ms library on the shelf
with their fore-edge outwards.
Beginning our retrospect, however, with the time when the
roll, 'book' or * volume/ began to take shape as a'series of leaves
fastened together by the art of the binder, we find the movable
press, with shelves and doors, and supported on legs, appearing
as the most ancient form of the bookcase. As the press became
larger and heavier, the legs were discarded, and in those cathedrals
or convent churches in which there was a triple apse, one of these
would be used for keeping the service books, while the armarwm
(or chest) would be sometimes represented by a recess in the wall
closed by a door. The apse also, not unfrequently, served as the
depository for the library of the choir school, and of this, together
with the service books, the precentor would sometimes be the
custodian; but, in larger cathedrals, the duty would be assigned
to a second functionary, known as the armarim.
1 The Care of Books, by J. W. Clark, 2nd ed. Cambridge, 1902.